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The BellaVita Belles
By Linda Sanders, President

BELLES BUSY SCHEDULE FOR 2014 
     
We are off to an exciting start this year with a bevy of new 
and favorite activities planned for the community and the 
wonderful group of ladies that comprise the BellaVita Belles. The 
first Belles Event was the 7th Annual BellaVita de Arte chaired 
by Barbara  Gorman.  The following 17 Artists displayed their 
work: James Bounier, Teresa Devereux, Michael Donoho, Carol 
Frank, Jean Foltz, Lois Fridman, Barbara Gorman, Myra Guillot, 
Janice Hassinger, Rhee Haun, Judy Joe, Sandy Kelley Jones, Janet 
Leavesley, Walter Pasciak, Sharon Rigsby, Gail Rybiski, and Linda 
Sanders. Herb Ward played the Lute which provided beautiful 
background music for this event.

On February 23rd there was a Craft Workshop chaired by Emily 
Marshburn and Myra Guilot. 

An Afternoon of Jazz will be forthcoming on March 23rd with 
the instrumental group Modulation featuring John Gilmore. 
This event will be chaired by Kay Simpson. 

Of course the Belles will continue to host their favorites such 
as The Belles Tea , The Garden Tour, and The Mistletoe Market. 
The BellaVita Belles strive to fulfill their mission statement 
by promoting activities and causes that improve fellowship 
among residents and enhance the general environment of the 
community. 

Do you know the Air Force anthem: Off We To Into The Wild 
Blue Yonder?  Well, Marilee Plaks sure does.  In fact, she is a 
triple threat.  She sings it, plays it and flies it!

Marilee grew up in Endicott, 
NY and is a professional 
musician.  She sings and plays 
the clarinet.  A graduate of 
the University of Puget Sound, 
Marilee taught at the Hartford 
Conservatory of Music and 
did solo work with a corral in 
Hartford, CN.  As a member of 
the Mid-America Corral, she 
toured the Midwest singing 
in public schools and public 
events while performing solo 
at other venues.  Additionally, Merilee sang professionally in 
churches and taught voice and clarinet in her home and in 
private schools.  

After moving to Seattle, WA with her husband Arved, Marilee 
continued her career and joined the Boeing Flying Club.  
Subsequent to learning all the parts of the plane and their 
functions and passing the written and flight exams, Marilee 
became a pilot at the age of 55.  (She says it is never to late 
to fulfill your dreams!)  Marilee purchased a Cessna 172, had it 
modified to suit her small stature and proceeded to fly around 
the country.  Vacations were taken for sight-seeing and to visit 
friends and family.  Her most memorable flights were flying 
around the Statue of Liberty and over the Grand Canyon.  

After moving to the Houston area, she became Director of 
Music at the Bay Area Unitarian Church and continued her 
flying until a hurricane destroyed her plane.  Retiring at 70, she 
continues to play the Clarinet and Recorders.

Marilee and Arved have 4 children and have traveled to 
England, Scotland, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Denmark, 
Sweden, Greece, Italy and Egypt.

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

H. K. BROWN
Irrigation Repair Specialist

Tx Lic No:  LI 8738

Harold K. Brown
Owner

281-485-5931 o�ce
713-851-8140 cell
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TEC                                        
The TEC elected new officers who took office February.   
They are Linda Stanton, President, Maria Trevino, Vice 
President, Carlos Trevino, Secretary, and Emily Marshburn, 
Treasurer.  A Mirdi Gras parade will occur the first of March 
to be followed by a party and live band.  

Pictured here is our New Year’s Eve celebration.  We had a 

great time and a wonderful 2013.

All our professionals at Afroz Burges, D.D.S. maintain the highest levels of 
accreditation and pursue ongoing education to stay abreast of the latest 
trends in cosmetic dentistry.

Afroz Burges, D.D.S. o�ers a full array of general and cosmetic dentistry services 
in a tranquil, low-stress environment to help you create a satisfying smile.

Afroz Burges, D.D.S., P.A.

A Pearland Dentist the Whole Family will Love!

• Extractions
• Scaling and Root Planing
• Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Invisalign

• Bonding
• Cosmetic Contouring
• Crowns and Bridges
• Specialty Dentures
• Cosmetic Fillings

• Implants
• Veneers
• Whitening
• Sealants
• Root Canal Therapy

12234 Shadow Creek Parkway
Pearland, TX 77584

713-340-2889

7125 W.Broadway
Pearland, TX 77581

281-485-3828

Two Pearland locations

www.mypearlandcosmeticdentist.com

NEW (TEMPORARY) WINTER RESIDENT

We had a new temporary resident at BellaVita.  He lived on the lake, 
near the waterfall. Like most of us, he was a little gray and moved 
slower than usual.  As a matter of fact, he mostly just sat around.  His 
hobbies were sunbathing and swimming.  Perhaps he will return 
next year and we can drop by and welcome him back!  Picture on 
our lake, taken by Ted Hook.

ADVERTISE NOW
To advertise in this Official Publication of the community, 
call 713.331.0344 or email HOA NewsMag today at 
advertise@hoanewsmag.com for rates and requirements. 
Your local Advertising Executive will assist you in meeting 
your goals while staying within your budget.  

Pictured here are some of our residents celebrating New Year’s Eve.




